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December 16, 2014 

 

Dear Staff, Parents and Community Members: 

 

The Coatesville Area School District Board of Directors voted unanimously tonight to allow 

legal counsel to determine what waivers may be needed, and to allow the District Attorneys 

office to obtain the waivers they seek to review records, conduct interviews, etc. with attorneys 

at Rhoads and Sinon regarding the Rhodes and Sinon law firm with which former school district 

solicitor James Ellison worked. This allows the Grand Jury access to the firm’s work with the 

district. Chester County District Attorney Tom Hogan made this request again yesterday on 

behalf of the Grand Jury. 

 

In addition, the Board voted unanimously to waive attorney-client privilege and release the 

investigative report the board commissioned from the law firm Conrad O’Brien, as well as the 

forensic audit the firm conducted on the district. On advice of the district’s legal counsel, the 

183-page report will be made public with some names and/or potentially some other limited 

information redacted (a legal term meaning ‘removed’) to protect the privacy of people who may 

have been interviewed/involved but whose actions are not in question or who were only involved 

by association/proximity. 

 

I am extremely pleased that our Board has voted to do this as I believe it is an important step in 

our process to move forward from the scandal that has caused so much havoc in our school 

district.  

 

It will take Conrad O’Brien as well as our own solicitor approximately two weeks to go through 

the report and make determinations about which information should be redacted. In all instances 

they have pledged to make as few redactions as possible while upholding their legal obligations. 

Once this is complete, we will post the report, but not its supplements (which consist of 

thousands of pages of supporting documents and in some instances may contain sensitive and 

confidential school district information) on our website. Reasonably we can expect to post this 

report sometime shortly after the holidays. 

 

The School Board made these decisions after discussing the matter in executive session with 

legal counsel tonight. Those discussions included new board member Ann Wuertz, who earlier in 

the evening was chosen by the Board to fill the seat left vacant by former board member Neil 

Campbell, who resigned last month.  Ann is a parent in the school district and has been very 

active as a volunteer in our schools. We will post background information about her on our 

website this week. 



 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

Thank you very much for your support for our school district through this process. I’d ask that 

you keep in mind that just yesterday District Attorney Tom Hogan said he was very confident 

with the direction in which our school district is heading, and that he has every confidence that 

going forward we will do the right thing for children. This is yet another step in the right 

direction. 

I look forward to communicating more with you about this in the coming days. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Catby 

 

Dr. Cathy Taschner 

Superintendent of Schools 
 


